
   

LANDMARK QUIZ CHENNAI 2010 PRELIMS 

 
1.  HISTORY: The first sepoy mutiny against the British was in 1806 (half a century before the 1857 mutiny). 
It lasted one day but was brutal as mutineers broke into the fort there and killed or injured 200 British troops. 
Where did this mutiny take place? 
Vellore 
 
2.  MEDICINE: Which part of the body is named after the Greek goddess of the rainbow because of its 
varied colours? 
Iris 
 
3.  POLITICS: There are only five communist countries in the world today: China, Vietnam, and North Korea 
are three. Which are the other two? 
Cuba, Laos 
 
4.  POLITICS: Name the small village in West Bengal, where a leftist section of CPI(M) headed  by Charu 
Majumdar and Kanu Sanyal led a militant peasant uprising in 1967, trying to develop a "revolutionary 
opposition" in order to establish "revolutionary rule" in India. 
Naxalbari 
 
5.  TECH: The Electro-Automatic Refrigerating Company of America was the first to develop household 
refrigerators. It changed its name in 1916 in honour of William Thomson who developed an important 
scientific concept. The name was thought appropriate for a company that manufactured ice-boxes and 
domestic refrigerators. Name the brand. 
Kelvinator, after Lord Kelvin who introduced the concept of absolute zero and the Kelvin Scale 
 
6.  ART: In 1820, Yorgos, a peasant, was digging in his field on one of the Greek islands when he 
unearthed several carved blocks of stone. He burrowed deeper and found four statues – three of Hermes 
and one of Aphrodite. Three weeks later, the Choiseul archeological expedition, purchased the Aphrodite, 
and took it to France. What name did King Louis XVIII give this statue by which it is known today?  
Venus de Milo. The king presented it to the Louvre where it became one of the most famous works of art in 
history. 
 
7.  SPORT: Which team with FIFA ranking 78, was the only unbeaten team at FIFA 2010? 
New Zealand (3 draws in Group F to come third above Italy) 
 
8.  SCIENCE: The density of which planet is so low that if you were to put it in a giant tub of water it would 
float? 
Saturn. The actual density of Saturn is 0.687 g/cm

3
 while the density of water is 0.998 g/cm

3
. At the equator 

Saturn has a radius of 60,268 ± 4 km – which means you would need an extremely large tub of water to test 
this out. 
 
9.  WORLD: In ancient times, this region in central India was made up of 36 princely states. Which Indian 
state represents this region today? 
Chattisgarh 
 
10.  FILM/IT: What portmanteau name is given to the more specialized and useful wiki created to be an 
extensive encyclopedia of the Star Wars universe? The name derived from one of the characters in this film 
series 
Wookieepedia 
 
11.*  VISUAL: This galaxy recently voted as the Hubble Telescope’s best photograph, is named after its 
resemblance to a hat. Name it. 



 
Sombrero galaxy 
 
12.*  AUDIO: Name the film which won the Oscar for Best Original Music Score this year.  
Up (music by Michael Giacchino) 
 
13.*  SCIENCE: Probably the first element to be named to highlight a political controversy, this element, the 
first to be discovered by this scientist in 1898, was named after the scientist's native land which did not at 
that time exist as an independent country. Name the element and the scientist. 
Polonium / Madame Curie. It was Curie's hope that naming the element after her native land would 
publicize its lack of independence. Poland was partitioned between Russia, Austria and Prussia at that time. 
 
14.*  GEOGRAPHY: The State of J&K has 22 districts grouped into 3 divisions: Jammu, Kashmir Valley, and 
Ladakh. The first 2 regions contain 10 districts each. What are the 2 districts of the Ladakh region? 
Kargil and Leh 
 
15.*  SPORT: Which Winter Olympic sport had its origins in an exercise for Norwegian soldiers in 1767 
when border patrol companies competed against each other. Gradually the sport became more common 
throughout Scandinavia as an alternative training for the army and was called military patrol? 

 
Biathlon (Skiing and shooting) 
 
16.*  BOOKS: "The sky above the port was the color of television, tuned to a dead channel." This is the first 
line of the first novel by its author. The novel was the first of the author’s Sprawl Trilogy and popularized an 
internet-related word that is now common lingo. Name the novel and what word did it popularize? 
Neuromancer by William Gibson / Cyberspace 
 
17.*  HISTORY: What was photographed by “Necessary Evil” and measured by “The Great Artiste”? 
The Hiroshima explosion. These were the B-29 aircraft that accompanied the Enola Gay when it 
dropped the first atom bomb. 
 
18.*  LANGUAGE: What are these two words that are related to each other: (a) a military unit typically 
composed of two to four sections or squads containing 16 to 50 soldiers. (b) The main body of cyclists in the 
Tour de France 
Platoon / Pelaton 
 
19.*  FOOD: This tree is known as the sweet neem. Its Tamil name is based on the fact that its leaves are 
similar to but darker than those of the neem tree. Name this tree. 
Curry tree that produces curry leaves. Karivepillai in Tamil means black neem as the appearance of 
the leaves look similar to the neem leaves. 
 



20.*  BOOKS: This novel by one of the Bronte sisters sold only 8551 copies in UK in 2005. Following its 
association with a 2008 film hit, the novel was reissued by Harper Collins with the blurb “___ and ___ 
favourite book”. Sales peaked at 2,634 in one week and totalled 34,023 during the year. Name the novel and 
the film. 
Wuthering Heights / Twilight (Bella and Edward's favourite book) 
 
21.  ARTS: In this folktale turned into a ballet masterpiece Prince Siegfried loves Princess Odette, who is in 
human form at night but has been turned into a bird by day and kept prisoner by the evil sorcerer Von 
Rothbart. In the end good triumphs over evil. What is the name of the pool formed from the tears of Odette’s 
parents after her kidnapping which is the title of this tale?  
Swan Lake 
 
22.  LOCAL FILM: There have been two popular films inspired by the Tamil epic Silapathikaram. The lead 
role was played by Kannamba (1942 version) and by Vijayakumari (1964 version). Name these films. 
Kannagi (1942), and Poompuhar (1964) 
 
23.  BUSINESS: In 1895, in a town named Llanelli in Wales two brothers, Walter and Tom Davies, opened 
an ironmongers store in ___ Street. They also sold bicycles and later a motor car business developed there. 
In 1905 they came up with a revolutionary concept for a car accessory that is still an essential part of a car' 
today. The patent/invention was named after the street. In India today this accessory is still referred to by the 
name of that street in Wales. 
Stepney. The patent was known as the “Stepney Patent Spare Wheel for Motorcars”. The invention was 
later known as the Stepney Spare Wheel. 
 
24.  BUSINESS: Starbucks, the international chain of coffeehouses, got its present name from a character 
in Moby Dick. What was its original name that was also from the same novel? 
Pequod (Captain Ahab's ship) 
 
25.  SPORT: Nasser Hussain nicknamed “Nino” is India's captain of the national team for which event? 
Rugby 
 
26.  LOCAL / RELIGION: If goddess Parvati of the temple in Madurai is described as Meenakshi, by what 
name is her consort Shiva known? 
Sundareswarar 
 
27.  LIFESTYLE: In India this weaving technique is called “tie and dye” in English. What is the other word 
used to describe this which is also used in Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines? 
Ikat 
 
28.  MYTHOLOGY: Apart from Lord Krishna, which two other characters are also called Krishna? 
Vyasa and Draupadi 
 
29.  WORLD: Which hill station owes its existence to an Indian ruler who made it his summer capital 
because the British barred him from entering Shimla as he was romancing the daughter of an upper-class 
Englishman? 
Chail 
 
30.  LOCAL: Three foreigners who made significant contributions to Tamil have statues in their honour on 
Marina beach. One of them is Pope. Who are the other two? 
Bishop Caldwell and Fr Beschi (Veereamamunivar) 
 
31.  FILM: “I'm having an old friend for dinner” – this has to be one of the best ending lines of a movie ever. 
Name the film 
Silence of the Lambs 
 
32.  WORDS:  If “I’ll make a wise phrase” is an anagram of William Shakespeare, “Moon Starer” is an 
anagram for what word?  
Astronomer 
 
33.  VISUAL:  (a) Name this national diving champ. (b) This picture was in the news because he is sitting 
next to whom? 



  
MS Balram / Abhiskek Bachchan. Balram did the stunt dive in the opening of Mani Ratnam’s Raavan 

 
 
34.  VISUAL: What is being made? 
Roomali Roti 

 
35.  VISUAL:  This photoshoot for CineBlitz recreated an iconic poster of which film classic?  

 
Pyaasa 

 
36.  VISUAL:  This is the tallest equestrian statue in the world. Which conqueror does it depict? 
Genghiz Khan  

 



37.  VIDEO:  Identify this creature that many scientists consider most vulnerable to extinction due to global 
warming? 

 
Narwhal 
 
38.   AUDIO:  Identify the voice. 
Julian Assange  
  
39.  VIDEO:  (a) Identify the group and (b)  the remix artist of this song. It’s 25 weeks in the top 10 were the 
most there since Santana's "Smooth" featuring Rob Thomas spent 30 in 1999.  
One Republic / Timbaland 
 
40.  VIDEO:  This song is from which film? 
Madarasapattinam 
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GEOGRAPHY   NARMADA PARIKRAMA  
LOCAL FILM   POOMPUHAR / KANNAGI 
BUSINESS   STEPNEY 
SCIENCE   POLONIUM 
GEOGRAPHY   LADAKH DISTRICTS 
POLITICS   COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
POLITICS   NAXALBARI 
SPORT    BIATHLON 
TECHNOLOGY   KELVINATOR 
BUSINESS   STARBUCKS ORIGINAL NAME 
WORLD    CHATTISGARH 
SPORT    INDIAN RUGBY 
SPORT    FIFA NZ 
SCIENCE   SATURN 
LOCAL/RELIGION  MEENAKSHI SUNDARESWARAR 
BOOKS    NEUROMANCER / CYBERSPACE 
ART    VENUS DE MILO 
HISTORY   VELLORE MUTINY 
HISTORY   ENOLA GAY 
LANGUAGE   PLATOON / PELATON 
LIFESTYLE   IKAT 
MYTHOLOGY   KRISHNA 
WORLD    CHAIL 
LOCAL    MARINA BEACH STATUES 
MEDICINE   IRIS 
FILM    SILENCE OF THE LAMBS 
FILM/IT    WOOKIEPEDIA 
IT    GOOGLE EDITIONS 
FOOD    CURRY LEAF 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 
VIS 1    MS BALRAM 
VIS 2    IVORY COAST FLAG 
VIS 3    WIKILEAKS LOGO    
VIS 4    SOMBRERO GALAXY 
VIS 5    GENGHIZ KHAN TALLEST EQUESTRIAN STATUE 
AVS 1    NARWHAL 
AVS 2    MADRASPATINAM SONG 
AVS 3    APOLOGIZE 
AVS 5    MOVIE SOUNDTRACK – UP 2010 OSCAR WINNER  


